
School Advisory Council 
Thursday, October 26, 2022

Agenda

Present: Dara MacDonald, Amy Hudry, Jessica Brow, Holly DeCoste, Jennifer Sampson, Amy

MacKay, Ella Simpson, Pauline MacKinnon

Regrets: Catherine Hartling, Tanya Francis

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Pauline MacKinnon at 6:05 pm

Approval of the Agenda: The approval of the agenda was made by Jennifer Sampson

Introduction of Committee:

The East Antigonish Education Centre/Academy

School Advisory Council Membership 2022

Principal-Permanent Non-Voting Member: Pauline MacKinnon / Paul Brown

Parent/Guardian - Holly DeCoste (Until January 2023)

Parent/Guardian - Tanya Francis

Teacher - Monica Murphy

Teacher - Amy Hudry

Support Staff -  Michelyn Grenier

Student Council Sr.High -  Amy MacKay and Ella Simpson

Student Council Jr. High - Looking for a member from Junior High

Community Member - Cathy Hartling

SAC Chair -  Jennifer Sampson

Alternate Designate for the Principal - Dara MacDonald



Principal’s Report.

1. School Population: 327

2. New Staff Members:

a. Alison Thompson - CYCP,

b. Siobhan Chisholm Taylor - Grade 3

c. Devan Burrows - Grade 4/5 Math

d. Carissa MacDonald - Grade 4/5 ELA

e. Alex Capson - Grade 6 Math/Integrated/HS PE/HS Science

f. Jana Smith-Kennedy - HR 9 & 11 ELA, ELA Support  (Term until November 22)

g. Emma Drohan - French and JH SS

h. Rachel Kuramoato - School Counsellor

i. Nicole Spence - TA

j. Teri White - TA

3. Skilled Trades Center:

-Up and running; classes are happening

- We are waiting on a few things to be delivered to finish it off

4. Halloween Activities

a. Grades PP - 6
i. Pumpkin Decorating - a small group activity

ii. Sock Hop - PA - 30 mins in the afternoon
iii. Costume Parade
iv. Candy Grams (Yearbook Fundraiser) - Grades P to 12

b. Grades 7 -12
i. Halloween Movie

ii. Pumpkin Carving Contest
iii. HS Halloween Dance 8-10 pm

5. Remembrance Day Ceremony

a. The ceremony will be on November 9th at 10:30 am

b. Dara MacDonald and Amy Hudry are organizing the ceremony.

i. Students will be participating in the ceremony

ii. PEC students have been invited to attend the ceremony

iii. Invitations will go out to guests to also attend the ceremony

c. Wreath - looking for someone to lay the EAECA wreath at the cenotaph



6. Sports Update: Soccer, XCountry, and Volleyball

Sports are back up and running!

Soccer - Jyl Boyle, Emma Drohan and Burce MacPherson coached the JARVIS boys and

girls had a great time participating this year.

XCountry - Carissa MacDonald and Siobhan coached the x-country team. They had a

great experience at regionals. 4 of our students made it to Provincials this year. They all

gave it their best and rocked it! We are super proud of them

Volleyball - Ryan MacDonald, Sandi Bowie, and Shane DeCoste are coaching the boys'

and girls' volleyball. We have some talented players and are looking forward to the

season. Jessica Brow and Sandi Bowie are coaching the junior volleyball teams.

7. Field Trips - are happening again this year.

Moose Hunt - April Prosper took a group of students on a moose hunt. They saw some

moose but were not successful in getting one.

Swim Trips - We are hoping to start the swim trips again this year. I have contacted the

SAERC Pool and am working on logistics. They could be potentially on Tues, Wed or

Thurs - once a month. The cost for the pool rental is $110, bussing would be an extra

cost.

NSCC Open House Field Trip -October 22, 2022 Students in grades 10 to 12 will be

traveling to NSCC - Strait Area Campus for their open house.

8. Presentations

MADD will be in on the 16th of November with a presentation on Drinking and Diving for

Grades 9 to 12. In April, there will be another presentation for Grades 7 and 8 on

cannabis.

The Youth Project will be visiting the East again.

9. NS Assessment Results for those that wrote last year in Grades 3 and 6 were emailed to

parent/guardian emails.



Last year’s NS Assessments for Grades 10 Math and ELA will be emailed to parents next

week.

10. Report Cards

a. Report Cards will be emailed out today to students’ gnspes emails and

parent/guardian emails. The reports will be emailed out on November 17th for

Grades 9 to 12 and November 21 for Grades Primary to 8.

11. Parent Teacher Interviews

a. Parent-teacher conferences will be held on November 23rd from 4:30 to 6:30 pm

and November 24th from 12:30 to 2:30 pm.

12. Grad Photos - November 2nd

All Student (regular pictures) retakes are on November 22nd.

13. Ideas to attract new members

Holly Decoste vocalized how frustrating being on the SAC committee is as it is not

effective and that the only reason she has stayed on the committee is to stay connected

with the school.

Ideas were passed around on how to recruit new members: rotating locations,  and

surveying the parents on why they do not want to be on the committee. Dara

MacDonald mentioned that Scott Goyetche is the head of SAC this year. She is going to

reach out to him to see if we can put out a survey - regional centre-wide - asking parents

their thoughts, and what is keeping them from participating.

Other:

NSISP - There are 4 international students: Spain, Brazil, Germany and Columbia. There will be

another student starting soon from Uganda.

Hurricane damage - EAECA did sustain some water damage but nothing significant, all easily

fixed.

Halloween Door Decorating - Amy MacKay  brought up that the student council would like to do

door decorating but is unsure that there are enough materials for all grades. Pauline MacKinnon

suggested that it would be from Grades 9 to 12, the first period of the day on Monday, October

31st.



Student Teachers - There are 12 student teachers coming in November. There are 2 student

teachers that have a Math background.

Microwaves - Microwaves have been purchased and are in use in the P-4 wing and the 5- 6

wing. Our lunchtime supervisor has been helping the P-4 students warm up their lunches.

Overall, it is going well. There have been a couple of hiccups but that is to be expected when

something new is introduced to the students.

Committee Input:

Jennifer Sampson and Holly DeCoste asked about the budget. Jennifer asked if the tents, school

supplies, and jerseys were purchased last year. What is the remaining budget this year?

- Pauline MacKinnon will get a list of the items purchased last year, and the remaining

budget balance will be emailed to the committee with the meeting minutes.

Virtual School Course - Holly Decoste is concerned about the online Math 12 course. She feels

that the students need more support than the NSVS teacher is providing and would like to know

to whom to take her concerns? Who are the NSVS teachers accountable to?

Marsha Purcell has been supporting the NSVS MATH 12 students. She has been in touch with

the teacher and Brian VanDenHeuvel.

will bring the concerns of VS Math 12 to Brian VanDenHeuvel and KevinPauline MacKinnon

Walker from the SAC Committee.

Holly DeCoste and Jennifer Sampson asked if the SAC committee could potentially pay for a

substitute teacher to cover before assessments to help the students prepareRhonda Chisholm

for exams. EAECA will investigate this possibility further if the students continue to need

support.

Next Meeting: TBD

Adjournment: 6:49 pm

mailto:pauline.mackinnon@gnspes.ca
mailto:rhonda.chisholm@gnspes.ca


Accessing SAC Meeting Minutes, & Agenda: The SAC agendas and meeting minutes can be

viewed on our website. Click the Our School Tab, then click on the SAC tab which will allow you

to view our meeting minutes, agenda, etc.


